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Mother talks about how she's worked to overcome the incident
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 Paul Merrill 

 Political Reporter

WATERVILLE, Maine — It has been three years since anyone has seen Ayla Reynolds.
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Tuesday marks 3 years since Ayla Reynolds last seen alive

Photos: Timeline of Ayla Reynolds investigation

The Waterville toddler's father reported her missing on the morning  of Dec. 17, 2011.

The search for Ayla has become the biggest criminal investigation in the history of the state of
 Maine.

Multiple police agencies have devoted countless hours to dozens of searches, which have
 failed to determine what happened to the 20-month-old girl.

Trista Reynolds, Ayla's mother, said she's coming to terms with the pace of the police
 investigation into her daughter's disappearance and that she's staying strong for the sake of
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 her two other children.

However, the joy that she gets from raising her two sons is equally matched by the pain she
 feels about Ayla's disappearance. 

"As I watched Raymond grow up, I wonder, well, what would she look like now? How long is
 her hair getting? Or how much more is she talking? Or what would she be doing with her
 brothers? Not having answers definitely keeps me locked in the past," Reynolds said. 

As the anniversary approached, Reynolds and her family pushed for police to file some sort of
 criminal charges against the three people who were with Ayla on the night before she was
 reported missing. 

Investigators say there were three people inside the Waterville home on the night Ayla
 vanished: Ayla's father, Justin DiPietro; her aunt, Elisha DiPietro; and DiPietro's girlfriend,
 Courtney Roberts.

There have been no charges related to the toddler's disappearance, but police say they believe
 that the three people in the house know more than they're saying.

Investigators said they found blood in the house and believe that Ayla is no longer alive.

Reynolds asked police to file a misdemeanor charge, such as child endangerment, before the
 three-year statute of limitations expires. But she said she's accepted that investigators have a
 different goal in mind.

"I do believe that they're working her case every day and I do believe that they're trying to get
 me my answers, but it's hard to get answers when you've got three individuals who just stay
 hidden and don't want to talk about what happened that night," Reynolds said.

Until Reynolds gets those answers, she said she'll find happiness, and hints of Ayla, in her two
 boys.

"They resemble her so much, especially Anthony. He's my blond-haired, blue-eyed baby. And
 there's days that he'll make a smile and I see her face, and I feel like it's her saying, 'Hey,
 Mommy, I'm still right here,'" Reynolds said. 
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Justin DiPietro did not respond to multiple requests for comment.

 WMTW NEWS 8 PORTLAND
 

      

 ©2017, Hearst Television Inc. on behalf of WMTW-
TV.

Contact Us

News Team

Apps & Social

Email Alerts

Careers

Internships

Advertise

RSS

EEO Reports

Captioning Contacts

Public Inspection File

Affiliate Partnerships

Privacy Policy Interest-Based Ads Terms of Use Site Map

https://www.hearst.com/broadcasting
https://www.facebook.com/wmtwtv
https://twitter.com/WMTWTV
https://plus.google.com/+WMTWNews8
https://www.youtube.com/user/wmtwtv
http://www.wmtw.com/contact
http://www.wmtw.com/news-team
http://www.wmtw.com/apps
http://www.wmtw.com/subscriptions
http://careers.hearsttelevision.com/ListJobs/ByCustom/HTV-Business-Unit-Location/Keyword-WMTW--Portland-Auburn--ME/
https://htv-prod-media.s3.amazonaws.com/files/wmtw-internship-application-1485214921.pdf
http://www.wmtw.com/advertise
http://www.wmtw.com/rss
https://htv-prod-media.s3.amazonaws.com/files/wmtw-eeo-public-file-report-2016-1480542940.pdf
http://www.wmtw.com/captioning-contacts
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wmtw
http://www.wmtw.com/affiliate-partnerships
http://www.wmtw.com/privacy-policy
http://www.aboutads.info/choices/
http://www.wmtw.com/terms-and-conditions
http://www.wmtw.com/sitemap

	wmtw.com
	Wednesday marks 3 years since Ayla Reynolds disappeared


